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"A lot of people wanted to see in the mysterious and timeless paintings of Daïma one of these unusual and fruitful meetings that happen sometimes between East and West. By trying to understand the framework of her intense personal inspiration, though woven with disturbing memories and unexpected echoes, people were reminded of Gothic art from Sienna, hieratic and fragile Madonas of Quattrocento, Fra Angelica or Simone Martini’s frescos, Cimabue and Byzantine gold... But the themes that caught the attention of Daïma hardly owe anything to the West. Neither are her characters faces of the West, whose dreamy and longing expressions, whose gestures full of grace, as though bathed in poetry, remind one of the East--not only the precious and delicate East from the miniatures of India and Persia, but also the bewitched East from the Rubayyat of Omar Khayyam or from the prophetic verse of Jalal-ud-dim Rumi, who so often sing the praises of the rose--mystic flower among all, perceived as the emanation of the soul:

`The rose is a secret garden where trees hide.
One hundred roses are the same, it is unique.’

Struck in a serene eternity, Daïma’s characters--whose emblem is the rose--perpetuate the ancestral gestures of prince-poets or musicians, who used to fill the miniature Persian suites of the 16th and 17th century, with their colorful silhouettes. From the treasured miniatures of the vanished centuries, full of disappeared worlds, Daïma has found and preserved the quintessence and subtle spirit: This way, from one canvas to another, she weaves the gold of time, through her dreams, tirelessly renewing and mysteriously intermingling the strings of the pasts with the present. " 

Amina Okada, Curator of Guimet Museum
"When I paint, I use a virgin canvas as a palette, which will be later the support of a new painting. Therefore my paintings have a thick material, and are full of memories. I insist on the role of color; I don’t stop at the expressions of characters." 

Daïma, January 2000
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